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If you are proposing more than one activity, save this file as many times as needed with successive page numbers.  For example:  "OH-CITY-Columbus-
Project Activity page 1.pdf," "OH-CITY-Columbus-Project Activity page 2.pdf," and continue as needed. 
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	Text1: Contra Costa County
	Text14: The County of Contra Costa proposes to make at least (3) three amendments to its existing zoning code in order to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, vehicle miles traveled (VMT), and reduce costs to property owners and businesses.  The Zoning Code changes potentially include, but are not limited to the following:  1.  Amend and/or create a new Off-Street Parking Ordinance for new development project proposals     within the unincorporated Contra Costa County.    The Off-Street Parking Ordinance would most likely include, but is not limited to the following ideas: (a) Reduce the number of required off-street parking spaces currently required and/or create parking maximums;(b) Allow for a percentage of parking spaces to be compact;  (c) Lower the dimensional requirements for standard parking spaces currently allowed; and(d) Provide incentives for projects that provide alternative modes of transportation near mass transit locations.  2.  Amend Zoning Code and General Plan to allow for mixed-use development in additional Commercial Zoning Districts.  3.  Amend the existing Home Occupation Ordinance to streamline the permitting process for the administrative portion of businesses to be conducted within residential dwellings and substantially reduce the fee for such permits.  The implementation of all Zoning Code and General Plan amendments will be conducted by existing land use planning staff.  The grant cost requested for these changes will cover the costs (per hour rate of staff time)associated with the implementation procedures (including research and analysis) required by the County to enact the amendments into law.  The proposed Zoning Code and General Plan amendments are intended to provide a mechanism to control long-term land use patterns to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, vehicle miles traveled, and reduce costs to involved entities.---Projected Energy Savings/GHG Emissions Reductions---The County is unsure how much energy may be saved or greenhouse gas emissions reduced as a result of these types of changes to our existing land use policy/regulation. However, it is clear that these types of changes would result in reduced vehicular fuel consumption.  Regulatory/policy changes to reduce VMT makes a great deal of sense considering that 20% of the GHG emissions from the unincorporated area of Contra Costa County comes from Transportation and that 95% of our estimated 608 million annual VMT comes from passenger vehicles.  Various studies/reports indicate that these type of land use changes/decisions would certainly reduce overall VMT, examples found include:* Residents in compact, walkable transit-oriented developments drive 1/3 less miles than residents of more auto-centered developments.* Doubling density of development reduces a jurisdiction's overall VMT by 5%.* VMT reductions based upon each 10% increase in the following types of jobs within 4 miles of one's residence:    Retail & Service Jobs = 1.68% in shopping & personal-service VMT    Jobs in Same Occupational Category = 3.29% in daily work-tour VMT     
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